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THE PRESENCE O F  P H I L O M I D E S  PAPHIUS  HALIDAY, 1 8 6 2  
( H Y M E N O P T E R A ,  C H A L C I D O I D E A ,  P H I L O M I D I N A E )  I N  
SPAIN 
Of the many very interesting Chalcidoidea 
found by Javier Blasco-Zumeta in the 
Retuerta de Pina (Pina de Ebro, Monegros 
region, Zaragoza), perhaps the most 
unexpected is Philomides paphius Haliday, 
1862. A single female was swept from 
Onopordum nervosum (Compositae) on 20 
June 1991 (UTM30TYL28-96). 
P. paphius is a very rare chalcidoid of 
striking appearance. The species was 
described from a single male taken in 
Cyprus (HALIDAY, 1862). RUSCHKA (1924) 
added Sicily (type locality of Sternodes 
pusateri De Stefani, 1891, a synonym), 
Albania, Naxos (Greece) and the Caucasus 
to the list of localities, and TRYAPITSYN 
(1987) reported it from Turkmenistan, West 
Kazakhstan and further sites in the 
Caucasus. DARLING (1988) mentions an 
unidentified species of Philomides from 
Egypt. Hitherto believed to be essentially an 
Asian species ranging west only as far as 
south-eastern Europe, its discovery in Spain 
is surprising and represents an exciting 
addition to the Spanish fauna. 
P. paphius is a large chalcidoid (fig. l), 
the Spanish specimen measuring 7.5 rnm in 
body length. It is non-metallic and 
predominantly dull yellow in colour with the 
following areas black: vertex surrounding the 
ocelli, occiput, parts of the pronotum, 
mesoscutum, axillae and scutellum, and al1 of 
the mesopleura, metathorax and propodeum. 
The wings are strongly brownish. The head is 
relatively small with very short antennae 
(seven strongly transverse funicle segments 
and a club that is about as long as broad) and 
large, curved mandibles, each with a single 
Fig. 1. Philomides paphius 
Haliday, female taken in 
Spain. 
preapical tooth. The thorax is massive with 
the pronotum vertical and concealed in lateral 
and dorsal views, and the very large 
prepectus appears somewhat inflated. The 
fine and shallow mesoscutal notaulices are 
parallel and the scutellum in dorsal view is 
strongly narrowed in its apical quarter which 
is trapezoidal. Wings lack setae on the veins 
(except for 6 and 7 hamuli on left and right 
hindwings) and there are no fringing hairs. 
Tarsal claws are conspicuously pectinate. 
The gaster is small and the ovipositor is 
short, only just reaching to the ventrally- 
placed cerci. 
Severa1 of the morphological characters 
of Philomides Haliday are very unusual and 
the genus is currently grouped with the 
afrotropical Aperilampus Walker in the 
Philomidinae, a subfamily of uncertain 
relationships. BOUCEK (1978, 1988), without 
detailed knowledge of the biology of the 
group but suggesting that Philomides might 
be a parasitoid of ground-nesting bees, 
included Philomidinae in Eucharitidae 
(although eucharitids sensu stricto are 
known only as parasitoids of Formicidae). 
DARLING (1992) established that 
Aperilampus varians Strand is a primary 
parasitoid of the pupa of the bee Halictus 
africanus Friese and that the first instar larva 
is planidial. A cladistic analysis of 
characters of eggs and first instar larvae 
showed Philomidinae as the sister group of 
Eucharitidae plus Perilampidae, a position 
consistent with a comparative study of the 
adult labrum and epipharynx (DARLING, 
1988) which showed the labrum of 
Philomidinae to have long setae dispersed 
over its outer surface in contrast to the 
digitate labrum of eucharitids and 
perilampids. DARLING (1992) concludes that, 
pending further study, "Philornidinae is best 
left unplaced as a plesiomorphic element of 
the Chalcidoidea". 
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ABSTRACT 
The presence of Philomides paphius Haliday, 1862 
(Hymenoptera, Chalcidoidea, Philomidinae) in 
Spain.- Philomides paphius has hitherto been 
unrecorded west of Sicily. In 1991, a specimen was 
found in the Monegros region of Spain. The unusual 
features of Philomides and the systematic position of 
the Philomidinae are briefly summarised. 
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